THE NAVETA |. MORE THAN A
DWELLING.

A we hava gean, the characlarislio structuies of the sotllemant
are the novelas, Traditionolly, thasa struciures have beon
intarprated as domestic spaces, Lo, os dwellings. The problem
with thase interpratations is that they do not allow ug lo
unddrstand Inair particutor charactanstics (Wi waro he navetas
in this way and not n ancthar? Which functions and significonces
did thay have in the Balearnc socloties of the Bronze Ago?),

Through tha research done in tho Naveta | el Closos. wo have
domonsirated thal tha navetas wern not anly the neutral space
in which the human groups lived and developed their activities,
but also that they wora the bodies whare a groat deal of the
idantity of tho group that lived there was concantrated. This
maans that wa interprel the navetos, with thelr monumantality
and the high collactive alfort undarlying thalr construclion, as
o symbal which identifics and structures the human group which
Itvess In tham,

For instanca in the Navota | al Closod, wa could observe lwo
dilterentiolod stages. In the Tirst one, with & chronlogy, the naveta,
Bosides of hoing tha building whone o group of persons is living,
i also functions ke o public pace wore the social relabonahips
leck place. Instead of thal, during the sacond stage and by means
of a senos of architectural modifications, tha naveta bacomas an
vachusive domastic space, poguining a more privale character,
whilsl the activitios which ware mons of the communily are movaed
1o athar areas of tho satllamont

If you want more information on the settlement
or our activities you can get in touch with us
writing to our e-mail:

clososgaia@hotmail.com

Text and photographs; David Javaloyas, Joan Fomos,
Ligrang Oliver, Gabriol Secvorn, Bamomou Salvd
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CLOSOS .
DE CAN GAIA

(Felanitx, Mallorca)

A prehistoric site in the 21st Century
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THE NAVETIFORM SITE OF _
“ELS CLOSOS DE CAN GAIA”.

Tha site of Els Closos de Can Gaih i o seltlement of the Bronze
Ao (Navetiform Stage) which was inhabited approsimately from
1700 1o 850 B.C. It in Iocated in tho Eastom part of Majorca,
outslde Portocolom (Falanitx), next 1o a road linking this village
wilth 8'Haorta, and conslsts of a minimum ol nina siruciures, of
which the compounds | and Il have boon complataly ar partly
micavatod,
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Compound | consists of Naveta |, a bullding with an horseshoo-
shapod ground plan, 16m langth and ¥ m widih, canstructed with
cyclopaan technique, Presently the walls are anly 1.5m high,
although whilsl in use thoy could reach 3m, The rool, which has
disnppoared, wins probably made of heanchos and clny,

Compound Il conssls of Mavetn |,
T prodontly undir BEXCAVAon procoas,
o and also of a whole sanos ol
slructuras using differant
construction echniques, which
might have beon bulldings for
[ | T COmMuUnDl work or winkshops

s . Compound 11 consists of a doutile,

k_“' porhaps avan inple navetn, Mexi

, wa lind Compound IV, consisling

of a plain ground plan noavetn, and

§ finlly Compound ¥ consiating of a

’ j double ground plan navelia, Thesae

¥ stnictiinms hivo Not boon axcavatod
by o,

THE BRONZE AGE AT
THE BALEARIC ISLANDS.

Tha Bronge Age ol the Balearic Blands is known s Navelilorm
Stage. 44 tha noavela bs tha most typleal archilectural element of
thal period, For hs stogoe we proposs tho following chronology

+ Navaliform | (Beginning and Consalidation) 1700 - 1400 BC
* Navaliform I (Hedght) 1400 - 1200 BC
+ Navediform I { Trsnsibon townnds tha Talayol Penod) 1200 - 850 0C

Tha nivalag mainky group together and fom dispeisoed sellkemans
of more than 50 units, By 1400 BC wa find impartont changus,
such ag atsing communnl structures ot Closos (Compaund 1)
Alrandy In 1100 BC wea seo o vary slow change of tha patlam of
ihir selllomonts, as can bo soon in @xamplos such as  Figuaral
da Son Heal or 5o, as wall as changes m iha sotling up of the
novelas, such as for instance Ihe Naveta | ol Closos. Towards
thix end of the penod we will sea thix appearance of the Tirst lnlayots
(1000 BGC)

Within the funorany workd, the main characleristio of tha petiod
i5 the divorsity, The communities of the Bronze Age uge alargo
variety of structures, such as dolmens, hypogea with clrcilar
and specially alongated ground plan, characlonstics of the
Mirvetiform, as wall oS notural caves. Besides, on Minorca
wi o documaniod lombas with (nple wall and burying navetns.

W know viry littlo about their economical activities, Tha ceraal
firawing is obviaus and possibly thay had some leguminous
aropds. As 1o animal husbandry, the breading of sheep, goals,
rvaes ] plogs, i ks aoclas of mportanc, s bean documeniad,
Finally alsa hunling hos boen documentod, as wall as shaoll-fish
pleking ond o guite incipiont lishing activity in (he arens noar
the sea. The prablem is thal nowadays (he resoarch conditions
do not allow us (o know the specific woight of aach of thasa
activities, nor its particular chamoteristics,

This Baleario lslands worne in constant contact with abroad during
thi wloder prehiiony, from Uk first occupation ol soma ndofinie
memant of tha 4th century BC, Neverthaboss around 1400 BC
such ralationahip entars oo new slage, Wa document the
appoarance of an impartant and complex systam of coastal
posts, quite probally to control the constling and to facilitals
e Driwedling by ced. AL the sama lime the metaburgio activity
undergoes important changaes, tha intrioduction of new mdatallic
dirvices aod of new malibwork lechnigues, bolh elemants hiving
i cear Modilarranaan ongin. Bosides, tin, o minsrml which doos
nod axdst in its naotursl form on the Baleancs, s amiving now in
considernblo quantiths.




